Everyone Knows Me as the Weird Kid is a performance text created from collaborative narrative interviews between the first author and a 15-year-old participant named Max who identifies as bisexual and genderfluid. The performance explores how Max negotiates a range of challenges -including homophobia, transphobia, bullying and harassment -on a day-today basis. It offers evocative insights into life as a young person with an intersecting identity across school, community, online and family contexts. By choosing to represent Max's experiences as a performance text, we offer a living, breathing resource that can be performed in educational settings not only to young people, but also by young people. We share Everybody Knows Me as the Weird Kid as a resource to help others respond to sexual and gender-related bullying and discrimination in their own lives.
5.57pm. Max replies:
Yes that would be helpful if you could post them and sure late April is fine, I did listen to the voicemail but didn't get the chance to reply. Thank you.
5.58pm. Perfect! What address should we send them to?
No response. I start to worry. I am exchanging text messages with a 15-year-old who I do not know and who does not know me. His parents do not know me and I do not know them. And now I have just asked him for his address. From the outside, it could look Everyone Knows Me as the Weird Kid 3 inappropriate: an out queer man messaging a 15-year-old who may be trans. It shouldn't make any difference if Max is trans. It shouldn't make any difference that I am queer. I try to resist it, but decades of homophobic bigotry -queer men portrayed as perverts and paedophileslives on in me as a tiny, blackened spur of shame. How would it look if Max tells someone that this man, who he doesn't know, just asked him for his address?
6.45pm. Max replies, giving an address. Immediately, I am relieved that he is back in contact. My worries were unfounded. But I'm surprised at the address he has given as I assumed all the participants were local. I enter his postcode into Google Maps. It is 240 miles away. Maybe he has given a mailing address to avoid sharing his home address? The address of the Mermaids support group, perhaps, to act as a point of contact? Well, that's OK, I can work with whatever works for him.
6.49pm. I reply: Thanks Max. We will post them to you ASAP. If you have any questions feel free to email or call. Best wishes, David.
7.10pm. Thank you, I shall do if I have any questions.
Sunday, 12.56pm. After more missed calls and unanswered emails, Max and I finally speak on the phone. His Mum is there, and I speak with her too. I'm relieved to be able to do so -I feel this contact with one of Max's parents is important, it legitimizes my communication with Max. It makes me feel safer -a parent knowing about the research and knowing about me. Max's mum promises to email me the signed consent form. We arrange a first interview via Skype on Friday at 5pm.
Background to the Research
In November 2016 we began working on a collaborative interdisciplinary project with the acronym F-COSTE -Facilitating Conversations On Sexual Topics in Education. The Everyone Knows Me as the Weird Kid 4 purpose of the project was to undertake fieldwork to explore with young people, teachers, pastoral staff and school decision-makers barriers to communication on sexual topics and the potential for creative methods to facilitate sex and relationships education. A central aspect of our work, therefore, is to learn about young people's experiences of bullying, discrimination and harassment as a result of sex, sexuality and/or gender. Another aspect is our use of creative (artistic and/or technological) ways of sharing what we learn in ways that young people, teachers and youth workers find accessible, engaging and informative. In short, we are motivated to create 'products' or 'outputs' from our research which our stakeholders find useable and will positively impact young people's development. To date, we have produced films which combine storytelling, moving image and music (Douglas et al, in press; Douglas & Carless, 2017a , 2017b .
The issues the project addresses are sensitive and challenging, particularly when it comes to the experiences of LGBT youth. Research shows that young people who fall into one or more of these identity categories face increased levels of bullying, discrimination and harassment. For example, Grossman and colleagues (2009) report figures from the Massachusetts 2003 Youth Risk behavior Survey which found lesbian, gay and bisexual students were more likely than their heterosexual peers to have been bullied (42% vs. 21%), threatened or injured (22% vs. 5%), have skipped school because they felt unsafe (15% vs. 4%), and experienced dating violence (30% vs. 9%) or sexual contact against their will (41% vs. 8%). These authors write: "LGBT youth who have had a visible presence in schools, with or without concurrent gender nonconformity, often reported daily experiences with school violence emanating from homophobia, biphobia, and transphobia" (p. 25). "For many," they suggest, "relentless verbal abuse and other forms of harassment were part of their normal daily routine" (p. 26). Johnson, Singh and Gonzalez (2014) conclude: "To say schools and Everyone Knows Me as the Weird Kid 5 other youth programs continue to be unsafe for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and questioning (LGBTQQ) students is an understatement" (p. 420).
Unsafe school environments adversely affect students' wellbeing and experiences of homophobic or transphobic bullying increase the likelihood of depression, self-harm and/or suicide attempts (McNamee, Lloyd & Schubotz, 2008; Whigmore, Sherriff & BogenJohnson, 2009 ). Nodin and colleagues (2015) report statistics showing lesbian, gay and bisexual young people are twice as likely to attempt suicide and to self-harm than heterosexual peers. In their study, 34% made at least one attempt during their lives. Among trans young people, this figure rose to 48%. In relation to this, Zeeman and colleagues (2017) argue that "trans people experience significantly higher rates of bullying and marginalisation, they feel socially isolated more often, or have a decreased sense of connectedness to their communities" (p. 385). Despite the heightened challenges facing transgender, queer and questioning (TQQ) youth, Johnson and colleagues (2014) suggest that researchers have tended to focus "more on sexual orientation than gender identity/expression, thereby rendering the experiences of TQQ students virtually non-existent" (p. 421). On this basis, they advocate for "innovative and collaborative methodologies that highlight the voices of TQQ youth, who often have multiple marginalized identities" (p. 422).
It is within this high-stakes personal-social-political context that we created a performance text titled Everyone Knows Me as the Weird Kid with the intention of it being performed in educational settings not only to young people, but also by young people. The performance focuses on the experiences of Max, a 15-year-old who identifies as bisexual and genderfluid. As in some of our previous performative work (e.g., Carless & Douglas, 2010 Douglas & Carless, 2015;  in press), we created the performance and the response that follows from collaborative narrative interviews between participant and researcher. Max: Oh, she was fine. My uncle's gay so my whole family are really cool about things.
David:
Were you worried about telling her?
Max: I was worried about telling anyone. Coz once you say something, it's true, as it were. I worried that if I changed my mind, it would be hard to take back.
David: Did you feel that you needed to keep it quiet at school?
Max: Well we -him and me -are in the same school so that made it harder-slasheasier, depending on your perspective. For a while I didn't want them to know. Then I went with the philosophy of I'm not gonna tell but if someone asks I'll say yes. That's how I came out in school: someone asked me a question and I just gave an answer.
David: By 14! I really respect you for that. How is it being out at school? Max: Oh yeah, I can tell you tons! There's one kid, he always used to be quite aggressive around me. I'm in his PE class, shamefully. Whenever we do PE -like we were doing dodge ball the other day -he'll throw the ball normally at most people but when he throws the ball at me, he'll like throw it really hard-ly. And he tries to deck me in the hallways and stuff.
David: That's not very nice Max. How do you deal with that?
Max: I usually go to my pastoral 1 . They do try to help. And I just avoid him.
David: So you have got people at school you can talk to?
1 "I usually go to my pastoral" is an abbreviated way for Max to say he consults the designated school staff member who is first point of contact regarding a student's personal and social wellbeing Everyone Knows Me as the Weird Kid 9
Max: Being the weird kid, I only have a select group of friends. Which has its benefits because they're actually very close friends. I've got friends who I trust -a group who know about my genderfluidity and are just fine with it.
Scene 3: Being Bullied
Max:
There have been times he tries to deck me But I'm good at staying on my feet Max: Yeah. We both said to each other if we ever need someone to talk to about something really personal, we can. That's our agreement.
David: What you're saying is so inspiring to me Max. Coz these are really big things that most people wouldn't be able to deal with, not in the way you have.
Max: Yeah?
David: You're so wise about this. I don't wanna be rude but listening to you talk I almost can't believe you're only 15.
Max: Oh yeah, I'm very mature! I listen to music from the 50's! I've got the weirdest combination of maturity and immaturity -as you can see by everything I do.
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David: I don't think that's immaturity. I think that's being free.
Scene 5: Being Out
Max: Max: I wanted to tell someone. I asked if the school had a counsellor, but it was a sixmonth waiting list. So that didn't run too well. After that, I arranged a meeting with Andy, a social worker who I know through our family. We met in a coffee shop and talked. The nice thing was he doesn't really know anything about it. He just asked a lot of questions. Having hair this short and wearing a dress doesn't work! Just today I started carrying a mirror around on me too coz that [messes up his hair] is annoying! I also ran a lesson about stuff. In my RE 2 class we covered Christian views on being gay and same-sex attraction -which was a bit intense cause some people in the class are Evangelists. My teacher said that transgenderism wasn't going to be covered so I asked her if I could run a lesson on it and she said yes. So I spent eight hours on research with my mum, on Christian views on transgenderism, which was a bit shocking. A priest -he seemed like a nice guy -said it's like a kid pretending to be a dog. And there was this horrifying video of someone calling it mental illness straight out, which wasn't so nice. David: Earlier on you were saying about being the weird kid and kind of embracing it -like it's okay to be the weird one. But with Jess, you're not the weird one, are you?
"RE" is an abbreviation of Religious Education

Max:
No. We're just two friends.
Coda
Max:
Nothing's abnormal
Everything is normal
It's just other people not seeing it that way Me -being genderfluid that's totally normal
In my friendship group all of us are weird
To us it's normal.
Response from Max
Some months later, Max and I schedule a Skype call so I can share the 20-minute performance with him. After the last line -'To us it's normal' -there's a moment of quiet. I ask Max, 'What are your feelings hearing that as a piece?'
Max: I really enjoyed it, the way you've done it. I really like it. It's almost weird to hear a narration of my life.
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David: They are the words we said during the interview.
Max: Yeah, I know that. It's my sort of wording of life.
David: Is there anything that you wouldn't want sharing with other people?
Max: That's all fine I would say. I really like the whole thing.
David: I find it quite emotional reading it. Was it emotional for you listening back?
Max: Yeah. It was very strange coz a lot of things have changed. But yeah, I could feel the emotion in the piece.
David: So, things have changed? What's been happening?
Max:
The bobby pins have stopped. I think I lost them. I still have the hairbrush! I mentioned in the previous interview I did a sponsored walk in a dress. We do it each year.
The year before I even really did anything with gender, I did it in a dress. Then, after accepting my gender a bit more, I raised over £200 coz I did it in a wedding dress.
David: Brilliant! How was the experience of doing that?
Max: Really nice. Like, obviously, it all sort of comes across as a joke. It does whenever you walk 10 miles in a wedding dress! But it's always nice to find excuses to wear a dress in public. And I'm doing Prom in a dress. I've been hyping it up throughout the year so that way it becomes normal. And now if I didn't do it in a dress I'd actually be more likely to be beaten up -that's my logic. I try to not take too much of a risk. David: Do you think you'll be able to go to the sixth-form college you were talking about?
Max: I've been given a place! There are twenty places available and they gave me a place straight after the interview.
David: Superb! That's really good news.
Yes. It's six-day weeks, 12-hour days, so it's going to be very intense. But it looks really good. I have a trans friend who goes there. I met them when I went to Trans Pride over the summer, after Brighton Pride and London Pride, which I went to both of. It's a smaller event but it was a really nice day. In the morning we did the protest march, not with all the big vehicles, just walking. Then they'd hired a park -we all just went in. You could buy things and talk to people. Then we got struck by terrible rain! There was me running in high heels down the street to try to get to a pub! Very exciting! Then afterwards there was a Everyone Knows Me as the Weird Kid 21 rave. I've never been to one before and I made the mistake of wearing high heels. I got into a mosh-pit with high heels and didn't fall over -it's a point of pride!
Reflections
Arthur Frank wrote, "As actors, stories and narratives are resources for people, and they conduct people, as a conductor conducts an orchestra; they set a tempo, indicate emphases, and instigate performance options" (2010, p. 14-15). By representing Max's story of being bisexual, genderfluid and fifteen as a performance text, we offer a living, breathing resource that can be performed not only to but also by diverse groups. These groups may include young people questioning their sexual and/or gender identity. They could include peers, siblings, parents, pastoral staff or teachers of those young people. The performance text portrays experiences often missing from public discourse and it does so in a way that will likely resonate differently depending on each individual's positioning. Its meaning will shift.
There is not -and should not be -a singular interpretation. Thus, we hope Everybody Knows
Me as the Weird Kid will instigate and support a range of "performance options" -diverse ways in which people might respond to or engage with sexual and gender-related bullying and discrimination in the context of their own lives.
As writer-researchers, we are not able to foresee, much less control, how different individuals might interpret and respond to the performance. LGBT students in schools. Existing research shows that for many it is anything but alright.
Sadly, Max's story of possibility, optimism and hope contrasts with the experiences of many
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